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Welcome to our Summer Term e-Newsletter! We trust you had a good Easter
break. We have lots of opportunities to help you plan your Summer term of
STEM-tastic activities.
Read on for inspiration to help you ease back into the summer
term:
•
Announcing our Create-a-Plant Challenge 2022 winners - page 2
•
Successful bidders for the STEMPOINT grant - page 3
•
Inspire pupils with some ‘hands on’ learning through CREST Awards 		
Why not try the ‘Drifting Dandelions’ SuperStar Activity on page 4
•
What are CREST Awards? Twilight Session - page 4
•
National Numeracy Day Challenge - page 3

Attitudes to Climate Change

get your pupils to take part in real research with
Cranfield University

The environment and climate is an
important topic for everyone. Cranfield
University have launched a survey which
aims to get to the bottom of how the
general UK population (including
children) think about climate change and
they would like your school community
help with some real life research. The
survey asks “do people care?”, “do they
understand the issues?”, “are they
adapting, and what and how they do
things as a result?”

Take part in the survey and share with
colleagues and pupils as a homework
activity – the survey can be completed by
pupils of all ages and their friends and family:

https://cranfielduniversity.eu.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_0BTtHrYH9BcQRBs

All of the data from your local community
will be shared with schools on request
so that it can be used in classes, and
Cranfield academic staff offering the
opportunity to come to schools and work
with teachers and pupils to run climate
change, survey techniques and data
analysis workshops/lectures... feel free to
email them at
publicengagement@cranfield.ac.uk and
they’ll get in touch to make the
arrangements.

British Science Week - CREATE-A-PLANT 2022
Winners Announced

Our ever-popular paper engineering challenge this year was called ‘Create-aPlant’, fitting in with the overall British Science Week theme of ‘growth’. 195
primary schools from the East of England registered more than 35,000 pupils
to take part in this free competition!
Our guest judge - Dr Dana MacGregor had this to say:
“I was very impressed by the creativity and 3D-engineering of these projects.
The students clearly showed that they had thought about the different parts that
their created plants would need and did a marvellous job of engineering beautiful
creations in just one hour using only cut recycled paper. I am truly impressed
with all of the entries and hope the students had fun creating their plants!”

With a special commendation to Aldborough Primary for their
fantasic ‘whole school’ display on Plants.
And we’re now delighted to announce the winners:

KS1 Winner and Runners Up

Ickleford Primary

KS2 Winner and Runners Up

Winner
Ickleford Primary

Winner
Mandeville Primary

Runners up:

Runners up:

St Nicholas Elstree
and
Aboyne Lodge Primary

Hatton Park Primary School
and
Carlton Colville Primary

Mandeville Primary

Carlton Colville Primary

Aboyne Lodge Primary

St Nicholas Elstree

Hatton Park Primary

British Science Week talk - Food=Plants
by Dr Dana MacGregor
British Science Week got off to a great start with a fabulous talk by an eminent plant
molecular geneticist based at Rothamsted Research. Dr Dana MacGregor presented a talk entitled
“Plants = Food” to 5,500 pupils from 84 schools around the region on Friday, 11th March. The
children asked dozens of questions during the interactive presentation, and Dana replied to many at
the session and also in a follow-up email to schools.

Special thanks to our sponsors:

STEMPOINT East
Here to support teachers

Successful Bidders for the
STEMPOINT East grant
For the first time in the Autumn term, we launched the STEMPOINT East
grant. Schools and youth groups could bid for up to £500 to support
activities to inspire young people about STEM. All that we ask
is that STEM Ambassadors are included as part of their project.
We are therefore pleased to announce the successful
Primary School proposals for 2021-22:

- Fairlands Primary School, Stevenage, Herts – resources
for a new STEM Club
- The Vale Primary Academy, Dunstable, Beds – for an
environmental community project

Thousands of schools are signing up to be #NationalNumeracyDay Champions. Sign up to get your free digital pack of resources and activities, including an amazing competition for your
school.
www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/champsunder18
Primary programming and algorithms, one day face to face course 17 June 2022
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/507524/primary-programming-and-algorithms-face-face
Teaching key stage 1 computing, 2-day face to face course 16 June and 23 June 2022
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/510567/teaching-key-stage-1-computing-face-face

COMPUTING CPD

Preparing for Ofsted in primary computing remote short course 4-5.30pm on 23 May
2022
Preparing for Ofsted in primary computing - short course | STEM
For more information and for more courses being added go to:
https://suffolkcomputinghub.edlink.uk/

For more information on anything seen in
this newsletter please contact:
h.bailey@stempointeast.org.uk

Don’t miss out on our posts on social media.
Follow us on:
Twitter: @setpointherts
& Facebook: STEMPOINT EAST

Education Resources
CREST is a great scheme that inspires young
people to think and behave like scientists and
engineers using hands on, pupil led, enquiry
based learning.

Drifting Dandelions a SuperStar activity
- A great time to get your class outdoors and get
their hands dirty learning all about seed
dispersal! Go to page 72 in the link below:

https://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/all-superstar-challenges/61747644

CREST Star and SuperStar activities are a great way to get your children thinking about STEM. Free
to create an account and free to download. Teachers if you are looking for resources to help with ‘hands
on’ learning for your STEM activities this summer then go to:

https://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/

‘What are
CREST Awards?’
Twilight Session
Wednesday 18th May
at 3.45pm
Register here for your
free place
Looking for further inspiration? Welwyn-based company Roche have some
fantastic primary resources which are hosted by STEMPOINT East!
Go to: https://www.stempointeast.org.uk/education/primary/resources/primary-school-resources-roche/ to access video of people talking about their jobs
and to access teacher notes and pupil resources on Separation techniques.

Click Here to join our mailing list for all newsletters and
flyers directly to your email
(Please note we do not share your details with other organisations)

