JULY 2020

SECONDARY NEWSLETTER
SETPOINT is an educational charity inspiring young people about STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) in the East of England
Welcome to the final e-Newsletter of the academic year – and what a year it’s been… The last few months have
challenged us all in ways we could never have foreseen, but it’s great to see so much resilience and positivity – we
applaud teachers and support staff in schools and colleges across the region for all your hard work.
As an educational charity, we have been fortunate to innovate and thrive during the pandemic, and are busier
than ever, organising many popular online events and virtual visits. I am really pleased to announce that we will
be relaunching our website with a fresh new look on the 1st September, and we’ve also got an exciting new name
which reflects our work across the East of England. So do look out for updates at the start of the new term. In the
meantime, there will be lots happening over the summer holidays, and we hope you manage to have a restful and
STEM-tastic summer!

Helen Spencer

Director, SETPOINT Hertfordshire
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TEACHERS – Register your interest for a FREE programme of STEM Inspiration
Online event for students in Years 8 – 10 via Zoom CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

SETPOINT Hertfordshire have access to over 3,500
STEM Ambassadors, many of whom can offer
operational schools STEM support and careers talks
online, observing social distancing regulations.
We are the STEM Ambassador Hub for the
East of England, including Bedfordshire, Luton,
Cambridgeshire, Peterborough, Hertfordshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk.

STEM Ambassadors are an important and exciting free of
charge resource for teachers and others engaging with
young people inside and out of the classroom.
Virtual Visits by STEM Ambassadors

STEM Ambassadors come from a wide variety of STEM backgrounds and can help you bring
curriculum learning to life by showing links to work and real-world issues.
Many STEM Ambassadors are available for blended learning sessions – you could ask one to
join you during a physics class, for example, or when you’re talking to pupils about almost
any STEM topic. They can give some background information about themselves to older
students and include details of their own career
– a great opportunity to help meet Gatsby Benchmarks 4 & 5!

Summer Activities – can we help?

STEM Ambassadors are available throughout the year, and we know many schools and other
community groups continue to operate throughout the summer holidays, with clubs, science festivals, summer schools etc. How can we help?
If you’d like someone to lead a session, give a talk or get involved to help keep pupils
motivated and engaged, then why not book a STEM Ambassador at www.stem.org.uk

Get in touch with us if you have any questions regarding STEM Ambassadors
Email: vannessa.nash@setpointherts.org.uk

NOTICEBOARD
 COMING SOON 
Look out for an exciting announcement from
SETPOINT at the start of the new term!
We’re launching our updated brand and new
website on 1st September 2020
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The Wellcome Sanger Institute malaria team and Connecting Science team are trialing a
new live virtual tour experience of the Malaria labs.
We would like to invite you and your students to an exclusive live-streamed event from our malaria labs on
Wednesday the 22nd July from 1pm to 2:30pm and will be delivered via the Zoom platform.
On the day you will first be introduced to the Wellcome Genome Campus, located in Hinxton near Cambridge. We will then take
you into our malaria labs and show you around the labs, explaining some of the machines and equipment you can see there.
You will even get so see the facility in which we rear mosquitoes for our research, which is usually very hard to gain access to.
As this will be a live-streamed event, you will have plenty of opportunity to ask questions on chat about our research and various different career paths in science. There will also be a short introduction to computational aspects of our work from one of
our bioinformaticians.
Please forward our invitation to your colleagues and pupils, who will need to register for the event here:
https://sanger.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hzkoCLxTRuGKMfYtXwrqwA
Please note that this event will only happen if we have sufficient numbers of participants. We will advise you nearer the time if it will not be taking place.
As this is a trial we would also value your feedback, we hope to run these events during the next academic year, as the campus will be remaining closed to
the public until 2021.

I’m a Scientist: Online STEM engagement on demand

We’re supporting I’m a Scientist, an online, free to enter STEM engagement activity for school
students. It provides a safe, moderated space for students to be inspired by science.
I’m a Scientist and I’m an Engineer are going on demand this autumn!
The activities are open throughout the term for schools looking to engage with scientists
remotely, running from September to December.

Sign up for the Autumn activities
New to I’m a Scientist? Find out how it works.
Students can:
•
Read profiles of scientists in different careers
•
Ask their own questions to scientists about everything and anything
•
Chat with scientists during a 40-minute, text-based live chat session
•
Vote for their favourite scientist to win £500 to do more science engagement
If you have any questions, please contact teachers@imascientist.org.uk

CONTACT SETPOINT Hertfordshire
Website : www.setpointherts.org.uk
Email: admin@setpointherts.org.uk

We are absolutely thrilled to
announce that we are finalists
in the Inspiring Hertfordshire
Awards 2020 in the Education in
Employment category!

